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ASKED AND ANSWERED

Three Wayne State University Law School students in the
Transnational Environmental Law Clinic have received intern-
ships this summer where they will use the experience they’ve
obtained in the classroom and the clinic. Robert Johns will be
working with the Michigan Attorney General’s Environment,
Natural Resources and Agriculture Division in Lansing. Katie
Okonowski has an internship with Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) legal department in Region 4, which encom-
passes the entire southeastern U.S., including the Virgin
Islands. Nick Ranke will intern with the legal staff at the
MDEQ, in conjunction with the Department of Natural
Resources, the Attorney General’s Office, Administrative Law
Judges and the Department of Agriculture. Professor Nick
Schroeck is director of the clinic. 

Thorpe: What are the origins of the Transnational Environ-
mental Law Clinic?

Schroeck: A lot of the work in environmental law is interna-
tional in nature. Certainly pollution doesn’t respect borders and
boundaries. And many of the other problems we face are global.
We started the environmental law clinic at Wayne State three
years ago. At that time, when we examined Great Lakes issues

and energy policy here in Michigan,
we realized that Ontario and the rest
of Canada play a key role. So much
of Great Lakes policy — invasive
species, storm water runoff and all
the rest — is international because
the lakes border both countries. We
already had an existing relationship
with the University of Windsor Law
School and we broached the idea of
partnering on a clinic. We wanted
students to gain the experience of
working on environmental law and
policy in both countries. The goal
was for Wayne State students to get
some exposure to the Canadian
legal system and to Canada’s envi-

ronmental laws and regulations and vice versa for the Canadian
students. That’s how it all started. 

Thorpe: You’ve built some relationships with government
agencies like the EPA and the DEQ and that’s reflected in the
internships. Tell us about building those relationships.

Schroeck: What we’ve tried to do — and this is through the
Great Lakes Environmental Law Center, as well — is submit a

lot of comments on permit applications and
proposed rule making. We try to be the pub-
lic’s voice in instances where there might
not be an organized group that’s paying attention or is effectively
engaged. Through that work we have built some relationships
with agency staff. Our public comment work includes local
Detroit issues like air quality and also engagement at the state
level. The other piece is through litigation, which is about a third
of our work. We’ve been able to work with the state on a lot of
cases like Asian carp, where we’ve filed amicus briefs. We’ve
gotten to know the assistant attorneys general who work on envi-
ronmental cases. Sometimes we’re not on the same side, but
through those working relationships, they’ve been able to see the
quality of the work our students do. And all of these interactions
are similar with the EPA and other federal agencies as well.

Thorpe: These students in the clinic are clearly preparing for
life after law school. What sorts of jobs might they be seeking?

Schroeck: The students in the Transnational Environmental
Law Clinic are kind of self-selecting in that they would like to
go into the environmental field. But the practical skills the stu-
dents learn in the clinic can be applied to any area of legal prac-
tice. It prepares them for work in a private practice firm in their
environmental practice group. So if they get a job at Miller
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SBM’s Young Lawyers
Section to host 5th
Annual Summit June 15

The Young Lawyers Section of the State Bar
of Michigan will host its 5th Annual Summit at
the Westin Book-Cadillac Hotel from June 15-
16.

SBM President Julie Fershtman will serve as
the 2012 Summit Keynote Speaker. The YLS
plans to continue the Summit tradition for pro-
viding excellent networking and educational
opportunities to young lawyers. In addition to
speed networking, a luncheon, cocktail reception,
and presentation of the Regeana Myrick Out-
standing Young Lawyer Award during the Satur-
day dinner event, programming will include a
presentation by a panel of judges on “Divergent
Paths to the Bench,” a session on public speaking
presented by Dale Carnegie, and many other
informative programs. Visit
http://michbar.org/younglawyers/news.cfm and
www.facebook.com/sbmyls for more information.
Register online or the mail/fax form can be found
at http://michbar.org/younglawyers/pdfs/sum-
mitreg.pdf.

Early registration ends June 1. After June 1,
the registration fee increases from $40 to $55 for
section members and from $25 to $40 for mem-
ber guests.

A block of rooms has been reserved at the
Westin Book Cadillac Hotel at a special rate of
$129/night for Summit attendees. Reservations at
the special rate can be made at https://www.star-
woodmeeting.com/Book/sbmyls. Hotel reserva-
tions must be made by June 4 to receive the dis-
count rate.

WLMF’s Fifth Annual
Bench Bar Culinary
Challenge set for June 5

The Women Lawyers of Michigan Foundation
will present the Fifth Annual Bench Bar Culinary
Challenge on Tuesday, June 5. The festivities will
take place at the home of Michigan Court of
Appeals Judge Kirsten Frank Kelly from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. 

This year’s grilling teams are:
Grilled By the Hour: Mark Granzotto, Lynn

Capp Sirich, Elizabeth Hardy 
Grilled From the Bench: Justice Mary Beth

Kelly with sous chefs Judge Lita Popke and
Judge Christopher Murray, Judge Karen Khalil
with sous chefs Judge Tracey Yokich and Judge
Katherine Hansen, Judge Elizabeth Gleicher with
sous chefs Judge Helene White and Judge Amy
Ronayne Krause.

The WLMF is also holding a raffle for a
three-night vacation to Sonoma including airfare
and a chauffeured wine tour. Raffle tickets are
$25 or five for $100. Only 250 raffle tickets will
be sold. The winner will be drawn at the event on
June 5 by a judge. 

Tickets to the Culinary Challenge are $50.
Tickets and sponsorship information available
from Lavinia Biasell at
lbiasell@maddinhauser.com.

Healthy City Summit at
Wayne State University

Enterprising Health and WSU Community
Affairs present the Healthy City Summit to
engage, inform, inspire, and influence the devel-
opment of innovative solutions for a healthier
community. 

The event runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Fri-
day, June 8, at the Spencer M. Partrich Auditori-
um at the Law School at 471 Palmer. 

It’s intended for leaders, social entrepreneurs,
innovators, advocates, and all interested in devel-
oping innovative solutions for a healthier com-
munity. For more information, contact Victor
Green at (313) 577-8863 or vgreen@wayne.edu.

The law firm of Miller Canfield announces
that Harold W. Bulger, a principal in the
Detroit office, has been named as one of the
Michigan Chronicle’s Men of Excellence for
2012 for his con-
tributions to the
region, commu-
nity, and to the
business world.

The Michigan
Chronicle Men
of Excellence
Awards celebrate
local African-
American men
who inspire oth-
ers through their
vision and lead-
ership, excep-
tional achieve-
ments, and par-
ticipation in
community service. Bulger was chosen from
hundreds of nominees and will join a group
comprised of the Detroit area’s most influen-
tial men. 

Bulger’s expertise is assisting municipali-
ties secure f inancing for infrastructure
improvements and capital improvements for
cultural, educational and convention facilities.
His practice includes municipal economic
development, Brownfield redevelopment, and
tax increment financing. He has extensive
experience in assisting financially distressed
cities and school districts with short-term cash
flow borrowings and long-term fiscal stabi-
lization bonds to solve fiscal imbalances.

“I feel very honored to have been chosen
for this award from a f ield of so many
esteemed nominees,” Bulger said. “As a
finance attorney, I am able to work on projects
that benefit society by helping municipalities
and school districts. Being honored for doing
this work is extremely rewarding.”

Bulger has been honored by his peers for
his expertise in Public Finance law in such
publications as Best Lawyers in America,
dBusiness Magazine’s Top Lawyers, and
Michigan Super Lawyers. He is a member of
the ABA, State Bar of Michigan, Wolverine
Bar, Detroit Bar Association, and a life mem-
ber of the NAACP and Kappa Alpha Psi. He
has tutored Detroit middle school children in
math and is on the board of the Detroit Sum-
mer Finance Institute for high school students. 

Bulger received his B.S. and M.S. in
mechanical engineering from Michigan State
University and his J.D. and M.B.A. from the
University of Michigan. He resides in
Northville. 

An honoree reception is scheduled at the
Westin Book Cadillac June 28. 

The Michigan Chronicle is a weekly news-
paper serving the African-American commu-
nity. It was founded in 1936. 

Miller Canfield
attorney named 

‘Man of Excellence’

Harold W.
Bulger

BY STEVE THORPE
Legal News

From collegiate football superstar to homeless
drunken derelict to successful Ph.D., Billy Taylor
has trod a perilous path. But now he helps those
who have reached rock bottom to also “Get Back
Up.”

Taylor is founder and CEO of Get Back Up,
Inc., Residential Treatment Services (GBU),
which he started in 2009. The 30,000 square-
foot, 160-bed facility is one of the largest of its
kind in the state.

The facility treats substance abuse offenders
and helps them put drugs and alcohol behind
them and prepare for a life after treatment. 

Clients are referred to the program from the
criminal justice system, including the Depart-
ment of Corrections and courts, and also com-
munity service agencies and hospitals.

In addition to treatment for drug abuse and
mental illness, GBU provides occupational train-
ing, including culinary arts education with a full
commercial kitchen.

Few collegiate football players have had
careers as sparkling as the one Taylor put togeth-
er as a Wolverine.

“My senior year at Michigan was a great
year,” he says. “We were 11-0, I was voted Most
Valuable Player and scored the winning touch-
down to beat Ohio State in the closing minutes of
the game. We went to the Rose Bowl.” 

At that moment, Taylor stood atop a peak in
his young life. He didn’t realize then that the
down slope ahead of him was steep.

“Four days later my mom died of a heart
attack. It knocked me down,” he says. Taylor and
his mother had been extremely close. “I was
depressed and started to drink. I remember going
a week without eating. Just crying and drinking.”

But fate wasn’t done with young Billy Taylor.
Two more powerful blows followed in rapid suc-
cession.

“Then in June, my uncle — my mom’s broth-
er — shot and killed my aunt and then killed
himself. Because my father had passed away
when I was five, he had been like a father to me,”
Taylor says.

“Once again, I was devastated. I was still reel-
ing from my mom’s death and now Uncle
Eugene and Aunt Hattie were gone.”

Those key figures were associated with Tay-
lor’s past, but the next losses ripped away a big
part of his future.

“I thought I could go on, play ball (in the
NFL) and deal with it. I went away to training
camp with the Atlanta Falcons,” he says. “The
first pre-season game was in San Diego and I
injured my knee. I was put on injured reserve and
sent home in September. In October, my girl-
friend Valerie was stabbed to death at a roller
rink just outside Detroit.”

Brought to his knees by tragedy and with his
support system taken away by death, Taylor
plummeted off an emotional cliff.

“Those three things in nine months sent me
on a downward spiral of depression, drinking
and drugs, which eventually led to my incarcera-
tion,” he says. “I was totally self-destructive. I
never thought consciously about killing myself,
but my behavior was suicidal. When you’re
pumping poison into your body every day, that’s
slow suicide. I got high to live and I lived to get
high.”

Taylor finally hit rock bottom when he no
longer had a place to live. 

“The last two years of my addiction I was
homeless on the streets of Detroit,” he says.   

Taylor’s future was probably measured in
months, or perhaps even weeks, when he was
shocked back to examining what his life had
become.

What woke him up?

From a peak of glory to rock bottom
Former star

tailback helps
others ‘Get
Back Up’

Photo by Steve Thorpe
Billy Taylor, founder and CEO of Get Back Up Inc., Residential Treatment Services,
has a picture in his office of when the scored the winning touchdown to defeat
Ohio State in 1971.

BY STEVE THORPE
Legal News

The stereotype of the coach/player relation-
ship is that the athlete worships the wise men-
tor. Billy Taylor and Bo Schembechler may
have eventually reached that point, but it sure
didn’t start out that way. As Taylor tells the
tale:

When I first met Bo, I was about nine or
ten. His mom was a bank teller in Barberton,
Ohio, where I grew up. I was with my mom
and everyone was making a fuss over him. I
thought to myself, ‘It’s just another white

man.’ I didn’t know who he was.
Later, in high school, he recruited me, try-

ing to get me to go to Miami of Ohio, where
he was coaching at the time. He recruited both
me and (future U-M and NFL star) Thom Dar-
den. We went down there for a weekend and,
although it started out normal, it turned out
horrible. We had dinner, toured the campus,
then he left us with some members of the
football team. We had fun and got to bed
about 2 in the morning.

About 6 a.m., bam bam bam … there’s
pounding on the door. We open it and Bo is
standing there. ‘You guys ready to work out?’
he says. Thom and I look at each other in dis-

belief, both thinking ‘This man is out of his
mind.’ Bo says, ‘You guys got 15 minutes.’

It’s 6:30 in the morning and we’re lifting
weights and running 40s for time. He felt my
arm and growled, ‘You’re soft!’ He looks at
my sprint times and he’s sneering, “How’d you
run for all those touchdowns?’

Darden and I are whispering to each other,
‘This man is nuts. There is no way we are
going to play for him.’ We couldn’t wait until
the weekend was over. 

When we got back home, we told everyone
we knew, ‘Don’t go to Miami. They’ve got a
nut for a coach down there.’

A Bo story: ‘There is no way we are going to play for him’
See TAYLOR, Page 5

See BO, Page 5

See ASKED, Page 5
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he actually expanded the responsi-
bilities of law clerks by helping
start the cert. pool, during the
1972 term. The pool reduced the
court’s workload by relying on
one chamber instead of all of
them to review each petition, a
practice that remains in use today
by all of the justices except for
Samuel Alito.

A sometimes overlooked but
potentially significant aspect of
cert. review discussed in the book
is the practice of publishing dis-
sents from decisions to deny cert.
One example provided the impe-
tus for the ACLU and NAACP to
join forces in establishing a highly
influential death penalty litigation
project.

The book brings the reader up
to date with a chapter on Gins-
burg and her clerks. Ginsburg
explains the lack of permanent
law clerks at the court as attribut-
able to the intensity of the work: It

is “like a treadmill that gets faster
and faster, and I think that you
reach a burnout point.”

As with her colleagues, Gins-
burg uses her clerks to prepare
first drafts of opinions. But she is
happy if a draft comes to her in
good enough shape that she can
make it her own with heavy edit-
ing.

Through enlightening and var-
ied accounts, “In Chambers”
shows why many law clerks con-
sider their contributions to the
Supreme Court the height of their
legal careers.

“In Chambers: Stories of
Supreme Court Law Clerks and
Their Justices”

Edited by Todd C. Peppers
and Artemus Ward

University of Virginia Press
472 pages; $34.95

—————
Alex G. Philipson is founder of

the appellate boutique Philipson
Legal in Newton Centre.

From Page 3

LAW LIFE:
Accounts are enlightening

Fast forward now ... we signed
with and went to Michigan. Thom
and I were roommates. 

It was Dec. 24, 1968, and I’m
home from school on Christmas
break. I pick up the Akron Bea-
con-Journal and, on the front page,
it says ‘Bo Schembechler named
head coach at the University of
Michigan.’ I damn near died.

I called Thom Darden and he
said, ‘B.T., it’s true, man! He’s the
head coach!’

We had talked about Bo like he
was a dog. We had said he was
crazy. We didn’t like him or his
coaches … and he brought all

those guys with him. 
We go back after break and

we’re in winter conditioning. Bo
walks around, would glare at me
and just keep on walking. Never
said a word for a week. 

At the end of the week, he
walks up to me and says, ‘I wanna
see you in my office after condi-
tioning.’

I’m thinking, ‘Oh, lord. My
college career is over before it
really starts.’

I go over to the athletic depart-
ment and his secretary calls out,
‘Bo! Billy Taylor is here to see
you!’

‘Tell him to come in!’ Bo says.
He’s sitting at his desk writing.

Looks up for a moment and then
just keeps writing. So I’m just
standing there.

Finally, he says ‘Sit down.’
He continues to write and I’m

really sweating bullets. I’m think-
ing back to all the things we said
about him and I’m imagining
going back to the dorm to pack. 

After f ive more minutes, Bo
sits up in his chair and smiles,
‘You thought you got rid of me,
didn’t you?’

Billy Taylor went on to have
one of U-M’s most illustrious
football careers as a tailback, set-
ting many records, including
some that have yet to be broken.

From Page 1

BO:
Schembechler became U-M coach in 1968

“God. One word. I had an
epiphany,” he says.

“I heard a voice. I had been
drinking and praying. I had
prayed for years, but I thought the
Lord wasn’t listening. That morn-
ing, Aug. 17, 1997, I was sitting
on the steps of a vacant, boarded
up building. When you’re a
homeless alcoholic, you check
your ‘perimeter’ and make sure
there’s nobody around. As I start-
ed to drink that liquor I clearly
heard four words, ‘William Tay-
lor, come forth.’ I jumped straight
up in the air and dropped the bot-
tle, which burst on the cement. I
began to yell and curse at whoev-
er had scared me. I ran around the
building and up the alley, but no
one was there. Finally, I looked at
the sky and said, ‘My God, is that
you?’ ”

For many addicts and alco-
holics, the realization that they
must do something dawns slowly.
But Taylor, like the good running
back he is, covered that ground
quickly.

“It shook me to my core. That
was the turning point. I knew
what I had heard and I knew I had
to stop,” he says. “August 17 of
2012 will mark 15 years since I
have had a drink or used drugs.”

Although returning to the NFL
was obviously not an option, Tay-

lor started to ponder the possibili-
ty of attaining his other two
goals: A doctorate and owning his
own business.

“In my first year of recovery, I
started to dream again, he says.“

The eventual result was a mas-
ters degree in education from U-

M and, eventually, that coveted
doctorate, also in education.

He then laid the plans for what
eventually became Get Back Up,
fulf illing the f inal ambition of
owning his own business.

Every day now he helps young
men who are at some stage of the

same process he went through
himself.  This gives him instant
credibility that transcends any
theoretical approach to alco-
holism and drug addiction. And
Taylor knows from harsh personal
experience that every junkie and
drunk has a “back story” that

goes beyond just a desire to feel
good.

“Here at Get Back Up, we try
to get to the real reason you’re
using,” Taylor says. “I’ve found
that ‘denial’ is not necessarily a
river in Africa. People are in big
denial here. We try to break down
that wall.”

Looking at young people who
might follow in some of his foot-
steps, good and bad, Taylor wor-
ries about what he sees as a fad-
ing emphasis on academics in
some collegiate athletic pro-
grams. He believes he could
never have made it back from the
precipice without education.

“I’m grateful I played in an era
when there was a true focus on
education,” Taylor says. “When I
talk to young kids I remind them
‘You are a student athlete. Stu-
dent first and athlete second. Your
education, in most cases, will
take you further than your athletic
abilities. Less than 2 percent of
NCAA players wind up playing
on Sunday.“

Considering the physical
wreck he had become in the
1990s, Taylor looks exceptionally
fit today and says he takes good
care of himself.

“I’ve told all the coaches since
I left U-M, including Brady
Hoke, ‘If you need me and I’m in
the stands, I’m still good for one
play.’”

From Page 1

TAYLOR:
A recovering addict, Taylor earned a Ph.D. in education, fulfilling a dream

Photos by Steve Thorpe
Beaten down by alcohol abuse after a series of tragedies, Billy Taylor says his life changed
the morning of Aug. 17, 1997, when he heard a voice say, ‘William Taylor, come forth.’

Billy Taylor opened Get Back Up in 2009 to help people over-
come alcohol and drug addiction. GBU is a 30,000 square
foot, 160 bed facility, one of the largest of its kind in the
state of Michigan

Canfield, for example,  in their
environmental practice group,
they’d be able to hit the ground
running. The research and writing
our students do is especially
applicable to that area of practice.
State agencies like the DEQ and
DNR or the Attorney General’s
Natural Resource Division would
also be possibilities. There are a
variety of careers where employ-
ers want someone with a solid
understanding of environmental
policy and environmental law. At
the federal level, our students
would fit in with the EPA, in both
legal and policy-based positions.
The Army Corps of Engineers,
Department of Transportation and
all of the other federal agencies
where they conduct environmental
reviews would also make sense
for our graduates. And, finally, the
whole non-profit arena, whether
being a litigator or policy expert
working for the Sierra Club or the
Natural Resource Defense Coun-
cil, offers opportunities for clinic
alumni. 

Thorpe: One hundred years
ago, when Theodore Roosevelt
was trying to wake up America
about protecting its natural won-
ders, there wasn’t a field called
environmental law. Now it’s an
important part of the legal profes-
sion. Will it continue to grow?

Schroeck: I def initely think
so. “Environmental law” as we
commonly refer to the field today,

has really only existed since the
1970s. There were certainly attor-
neys working on environmental
issues back in Roosevelt’s day, but
they probably based that work on
property law and common law
nuisance claims. The Clean Air
Act, the Clean Water Act, the
Endangered Species Act  — those
all came along in the early 1970s.
By signing legislation, or major
amendments to existing legisla-
tion, into law President Nixon cre-
ated a whole new area for attor-
neys to figure out ‘What do all
these federal laws mean?’ and
‘How are our clients going to
comply with these laws?’ On the
other side, you had a generation
of advocates who wanted to make
sure the laws were fully imple-
mented. Imagine if Congress ever
gets around to passing compre-
hensive energy legislation includ-
ing something on greenhouse gas
emissions, that would be a huge
amount of law that would need to
be written and subsequent litiga-
tion. We’re seeing a lot more
state-level work, as well, like with
renewable energy. You can’t just
put a wind turbine anywhere you
want to.  There’s a whole host of
zoning and land use regulations
that come into play. Finally, there
are a lot of environmental attor-
neys who came out of law school
in the 1970s. At some point soon,
a lot of those folks will be retir-
ing, if they haven’t already. The
next generation of attorneys has to
be ready.

From Page 1

ASKED:
More state-level work seen
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